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SUB J : THIRTY-SIX TRADE UNIONISTS GIVEN PROVISIONAL LIBERTY 

1 . THE GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED DAILY LA PRESSE ANNOUNCED 
SEPTEMBER 7 THAT 36 TRADE UNIONISTS ARRESTED IN CONNECTION 
WITH IANUARY 26 WERE GIVEN PROVISIONAL LIBERTY OVER 
WEEKEND. (BOND DOES NOT EXIST IN TUNISIA AND ACCUSED 
PERSONS ARE EITHER HELD IN PRISON OR RELEASED ON THEIR 
OWN RECOGNITION, AS DETERMINED BY PUBLIC PROSECUTOR'S 
OFFICE.) 

2. TWENTY-FIVE OF THIS NUMBER COME FROM GROUP WHICH WAS 
ARRESTED IN TUNIS AFTER RIOTS. AS FAR AS EMBASSY IS 
AWARE, FORMAL CHARGES STILL HAVE NOT BEEN FILED AGAINST 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ANY OF THIS GROUP, INCLUDING ACHOUR AND OTHER EXECUTIVE 
BUREA MEMBERS. 

3. REMAINING ELEVEN PERSONS RELEASED COME FROM AMONG 
101 DEFENDANTS IN SOUSSE TRIAL. EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT 
APPROXIMATELY 50 DEFENDANTS CHARGED WITH LESSER CRIMES IN SOUSSE 
HAD BEEN GRANTED PROVISIONAL LIBERTY PRIOR TO TRIAL AND THAT 
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THEY REMAIN AT LIBERTY. 

4. NONE OF PRINCIPAL DEFENDANTS IN EITHER SOUSSE OR 
TUNIS CASES WERE INCLUDED AMONG 36 HOWEVER. THREE 
EX-SECRETARIES GENERAL OF RAILWAY, BUILDING AND PORT WORKER 
FEDERATIONS WERE INCLUDED IN LIST, ALTHOUGH MOST OF THEM 
APPEAR TO BE MINOR UNION OFFICIALS OR CADRE. 

5. GIVEN MORE SERIOUS NATURE OF STATE SECURITY COURT, 

EMBASSY WOULD NOT BE SURPRISED IF CHARGES AGAINST SOME 
OF MINOR FIGURES IN SOUSSE AND TUNIS CASES-INCLUDING 
MANY OF THOSE NOW ON PROVISIONAL LIBERTY-WERE EVENTUALLY 
DROPPED. NOTHING IS CERTAIN IN THIS UNUSUAL "PROCESS" 

HOWEVER, AND WE HESITATE TO MAKE ANY PREDICTIONS. 

KING 
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